The Honorable Robert K. Sweeney

Legislative Office Building, Room 625

Albany, NY 12248

Dear Assemblyman Sweeney,

I am writing to you today to voice my strong opposition to Bill A00924A and to Bill A00740.  Bill A00924A would give the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation the authority to set the standards for the crossbow and its’ usage. It is my understanding that the DEC intends to place the crossbow into the Archery Season, Regular Season, and Archery-Only Areas throughout NYS.  Bill A00740 would allow for the crossbow to be utilized by disabled hunters provided they submit their status to the DEC.

The crossbow is not a bow, by any standards.  Every State, Provincial, and National Bowhunting organization in North America has come out with a position statement that does not define the crossbow as a piece of archery equipment.  It is an implement which must be cocked, loaded, shoulder held and fired by a trigger with the use of a magnifying scope.  It has twice the effective range of a conventional compound bow, shoots a flatter trajectory, and is more akin to a firearm than a bow.

Crossbows are not the savior for New York’s or any state’s economic woes.  Data collected from states where the crossbow was recently introduced into the archery season show that crossbows do not introduce new hunters into the fold as is suggested.  This data provides support that just the opposite occurs; in reality, a drop off of hunter participation occurs after the crossbow is introduced.  Crossbows are nothing more than a crossover implement for firearms hunters, allowing them to hunt during the archery season by capitalizing on the superiority of this device during what is and should remain a primitive and challenging season.

Regarding Bill A00924A, the decision to amend ANY and ALL season structuring regulations should be left up to the Legislature and not the DEC.  Lowering the bowhunting age from 14 to 12 will get the next generation of sportsmen into the woods, not the simplicity of the crossbow.
In reference to Bill A00740, currently there are two primary options for the physically challenged hunter in New York State to be able to partake in the Archery Season.  There is the Modified Crossbow Permit, which allows for the use of a crossbow provided the hunter has a severe permanent disability.  The crossbow must be fired by a breath tube trigger release.  Additionally, there is the Modified Archers Permit, which allows for a draw-loc type device to be installed on the hunter’s bow, provided the hunter has a permanent disability.  Together, both permits allow all hunters with varying degrees of disability the opportunity to legally bowhunt in NYS.

The Pennsylvania Game Commission (PGC) decided to take the bait provided by the crossbow lobby several years ago.  The PGC predicted that they would receive around 400 applications for handicapped crossbow permits from qualified hunters. They received over 43,000 applications and issued over 21,000 permits that first year.  To date, they have had to issue close to 50,000 handicapped crossbow permits!!!

New York Bowhunters, Inc. (NYB) has carried the torch while getting the disabled bowhunter into the woods.  Their Physically Challenged Program was one of the first in the nation and they have been helping disabled hunters for almost 20 years.  This is all possible through the use of available adaptive equipment, dedication, commitment, and volunteers.

The only ones who do not like NYS’s current available options are the crossbow manufacturers.  They stand to make huge profits from crossbow sales, all the while turning a blind eye to the hunters who deserve better.

Please do not devalue the great sport of bowhunting by allowing A00924A and A00740 to get onto the floor of the Environmental Conservation Committee.

Sincerely yours, 
